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VI. 

Observations  on  the  Cesarean  Section.  By  Robert  Belling- 
ham* Surgeon-Apothecary,  Bourne,  Lincolnshire. 

In  the  first  essay  of  a valuable  work  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
Farre,  intitled  “ Pathological  Researches,”  a case  is  published 
of  malformation  of  the  heart  in  a woman  who  died  suddenly  in 
the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy. 

To  this  case  the  following  observations  are  appended  : 
“ The  foetus  had  been  turned  and  extracted  by  Mr.  Saner  im- 
mediately after  the  mother’s  death.  Although  this  humane 
effort  to  preserve  its  life  was  not  crowned  with  success,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  being  unfavourable,  yet  the  attempt 
merits  praise : — such  an  effort  is  not  incompatible  even  with  a 
trial  of  means  for  restoring  animation  to  the  mother.  The  Ce- 
sarean Section  ought  only  to  be  used  where  the  mother  has  suffered 
a violent  death  ” It  is  the  latter  remark  to  which  I am  chiefly 
desirous  of  calling  attention. 

I shall  first,  briefly,  relate  a case  which  fell  within  my  obser- 
vation ; and  afterwards  offer  a few  explanatory  remarks. 

The  latter  end  of  January  1813,  I was  very  hastily  sum-, 
moned,  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  to  a w'oman  who  was 
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said  to  be  dying  of  croup ; the  symptoms  of  which  had  been 
gradually  increasing  for  two  days.  They  had  commenced  with 
shivering,  followed  by  fever,  cough,  and  difficulty  of  breathe 
ing  and  of  swallowing ; the  latter  symptoms  were  reported  to  be 
now  rapidly  increasing.  This  woman  was  in  the  eighth  month 
of  pregnancy ; and  had  previously  engaged  my  attendance.  I 
knew  that  she  had  a bronchocele  of  unusual  magnitude,  and 
had  heard  her  complain  that  it  had  for  the  last  year  given  her 
frequent  uneasiness  both  in  respiration  and  deglutition,  espe- 
cially on  taking  cold.  I went  with  all  possible  expedition  to 
the  house,  about  five  miles  distant ; and  entered  the  room  just 
as  she  had  expired  in  her  husband’s  arms. 

Having  quickly  satisfied  myself  that  the  vital  functions  were 
extinct,  I represented  to  the  husband,  in  a very  few  words,  that 
I felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  an  effort  for  the  preservation  of 
the  infant,  and  he  acquiesced  with  my  feelings.  I immedi- 
ately took  a scalpel,  and  made  an  incision  into  the  uterus ; and, 
without  the  loss  of  a minute,  extricated  the  foetus.  I then 
passed  a female  catheter  (the  most  convenient  instrument  I had 
at  hand)  into  tha  glottis  of  the  infant,  and  endeavoured  to  in- 
duce respiration  by  the  alternate  inflation  and  compression  of  ' 
the  lungs.  I persevered  with  much  hope  of  success  for  a con- 
siderable time;  for,  unless  I was  widely  misled  by  my  imagi- 
nation at  the  moment,  I distinguished  several  indistinct  pulsa- 
tions of  the  heart.  The  attempt,  however,  was  unsuccessful; 
but  I had  the  satisfaction  of  thinking,  that  “ thus  far  was 
right and  though  it  was  improbable  that  a similar  case  should 
occur,  yet  I felt  no  disposition  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  my 
decision  and  conduct. 

I had  the  opportunity  of  making  only  a very  cursory  exa- 
mination of  the  parts  about  the  throat.  The  size  of  the  thy- 
roid gland  was  enormous ; its  lobes  extended  backwards,  es- 
pecially on  the  left  side,  so  as  considerably  to  compress  both  the 
trachea  and  oesophagus.  The  membrane  lining  the  larynx  was 
much  inflamed,  and  was  covered  in  patches  writh  an  exudation 
of  lymph  ; not,  however,  of  such  tenacity  as  is  often  found  in 
cases  of  croup.  The  inflammatory  appearances  could  be  clearly 
traced  to  the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea.  The  inspection  was 
made,  however,  without  assistance,  and  with  the  feeble  light  of 
a single  candle.  It  might,  therefore,  be  very  imperfect* 

It  is  not  with  the  view  of  provoking  controversy,  much  less 
to  enter  the  lists  with  such  an  antagonist  as  Dr.  Farre,  that  I 
take  up  this  subject,  or  impugn  the  opinion  he  has  advanced ; 
but  from  a wish  to  satisfy  my  own  mind, by  eliciting  the  opinions 
of  others  upon  a point,  the  importance  of  which,  in  my  estima- 
tion, fully  compensates  for  the  infrequency  of  its  occurrence. 

It  behoves  us  to  weigh  well  the  several  features  of  such  a 
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case;  and  leave  nothing  for  deliberation  at  the  moment  when 
we  are  called  upon  to  act.  It  is  not  then  a time  to  demur — to 
wait  the  opinions  of  abler  men,  or  turn  over  the  writings  of 
authors : — we  must  act  promptly,  or  not  at  all.  I mean  not  to 
put  the  life  of  the  foetus  in  competition  with  that  of  the  mother, 
where  there  is  the  possibility  of  the  latter  being  preserved : but 
I must  venture  to  express  a doubt  of  the  propriety  of  prohibit- 
ing the  caesarean  section  without  some  farther  limitation  than 

O . 

Dr.  Farre  has  given. 

In  the  critical  efise  I have  related,  it  will  hardly  be  said 
that  the  most  remote  chance  existed  of  re-animating  the  mother: 
the  fatal  cause  could  not  possibly  be  removed.  After  the  cir- 
culation of  the  mother  is  at  an  end,  a very  short  time  must  be 
sufficient,  though  that  time  cannot  be  precisely  fixed,  to  de- 
troy the  vitality  of  the  foetus ; which,  in  such  a situation,  is 
literally  drowned  in  the  liquor  amnii  in  which  it  floats.  With 
regard  to  the  time  necessarily  spent  in  the  extraction  of  the 
foetus  by  its  natural  outlet,  I cannot  speak  experimentally. 
Should  tliese  observations  meet  the  eye  of  Mr.  Saner,  possibly 
he  may  be  induced  to  inform  us  on  this  point.  I feel  myself 
warranted,  however,  in  arguing,  a priori,  that  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  labour  has  not  commenced ; — that  the  os  uteri  is 
completely  closed; — that  the  vagina  and  external  parts  are 
. rigid  and  undilated ; the  process  of  turning  and  extraction 
must  in  such  a case  not  only  he  So  tedious  as  to  make  the  chance 
of  success  extremely  slender,  hut  that  every  chance  is  altoge- 
ther taken  away.  And  I think  I may  venture  to  challenge  the 
records  of  medicine  for  the  production  of  a case,  in  which,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  the  effort  has  been  “ crowned  with  suc- 
cess.’1 

The  caesarean  section,  as  I have  already  shewn,  is  the 
work  almost  of  a moment:  it  is  unnecessary  in  such  a case  (for 
I speak  only  of  that  where  the  resuscitation  of  the  mother  is 
out  of  the  question)  to  proceed  with  the  caution  required  in 
the  living  subject;  and  it  needs  no  instrument  hut  a common 
scalpel,  which  every  surgeon  ought  always  to  carry  in  his 
pocket. 

I conclude  by  repeating  the  declaration,  that  I am  prompted 
only  by  a wish  to  satisfy  my  own  mind,  and  that  of  others, 
who  may  think  this  subject  as  interesting  as  myself ; and  al- 
though I at  present  consider  as  correct  the  opinion  I have  ha- 
zarded; yet,  I am  willing  to  listen  with  attention  to  any  ar- 
gument, and  am  open  to  conviction. 

It  may  not  lie  amiss  to  anticipate  the  remark,  that  the  time 
necessarily  occupied  in  the  act  of’  turning, must  depend  much  on 
the  circumstance  ol  its  being  a first,  or  subsequent,  pregnancy. 
r-That  the  state  of  parts,  and  consequently  the  facility  of  tive 
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operation,  will  be  much  influenced  by  this,  I am  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge. In  the  first  pregnancy,  therefore,  my  remarks  will 
apply  with  greater  force ; but  I can  hardly  doubt  their  validity- 
even  in  the  most  favourable  state  of  parts  which  former  partu- 
ritions may  have  produced. 


